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SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Highest praise to The Toledo Blade, Tom Henry, and editors for the coverage of the algae contamination of the Western Lake Erie Basin. The coverage has been factual, illustrative and literate. Clear statements made about likely causes of this scourge have been made, where others in responsible positions have been tepid in their public responses.
The readers concerned about the public health hazards of the algal blooms may want to inform themselves thouroughly about the potential effects of microcystin, cylindrospermin and saxitoxin . A look at the information about a tiny neurotoxin, BMAA, an amino acid produced by blue-green algae, cyanobacteria, and its relationship to episodic ALS, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, or Leo Gehrig Disease,may  also inform the reader.
A better comprehension of cyanobacteria distribution in Ohio waters, and descrete sources of phosphorus pollution could be obtained by the global, LANDSAT  based technology developed by Robert K Vincent at BGSU.
Algae blooms are now a global problem. The thought provocative journalism of the Toledo Blade and a Northwestern Ohio academic researcher could be very key to promoting a solution to this new potential public health problem, surely a concern of all citizens of NW Ohio.
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